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TOWN OF GILSUM 
 

FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE   
 
This  ordinance,  adopted pursuant  to  the  author i ty  of  RSA 674:16,  shal l  be  known as  the  
Town of  Gilsum Floodplain  Development  Ordinance.  The regula t ions  in  th is  ordinance shal l  
over lay and supplement  the  regulat ions  in  the  Town of  Gilsum Zoning Ordinance,  and shal l  
be  considered par t  of  the  Zoning Ordinance for  purposes  of  adminis tra t ion and appeals  under  
s ta te  law.   I f  any provis ion of  th is  ordinance dif fers  or  appears  to  conf l ic t  with  any 
provis ion of  the  Zoning Ordinance or  o ther  ordinance or  regula t ion,  the  provis ion imposing 
the  greater  res tr ic t ion or  more  s t r ingent  s tandard shal l  be  control l ing.  
 
The fol lowing regula t ions  in  th is  ordinance shal l  apply to  a l l  lands  designated as  specia l  
f lood hazard areas  by the  Federal  Emergency Management  Agency (FEMA) in  i t s  "Flood 
Insurance Study for  the  County of  Cheshire ,  NH" dated May23,  2006 or  as  amended,  
together  with  the  associa ted Flood Insurance Rate  Maps dated May 23,  2006 or  as  amended,  
which are  declared to  be  a  par t  of  th is  ordinance and are  hereby incorporated by reference.  
 
Item I  Definit ion of  Terms:    
 
The fol lowing def ini t ions  shal l  apply only to  th is  Floodplain  Development  Ordinance,  and 
shal l  not  be  affected by the  provis ions  of  any other  ordinance of  the  Town of  Gilsum.  
 
"Area of  Special  Flood Hazard"  is  the  land in  the  f loodplain  with in  the  Town of  Gilsum 
subject  to  a  one-percent  or  greater  possibi l i ty  of  f looding in  any given year .   The area  is  
des ignated as  Zones  A and AE  on the  Flood Insurance Rate  Map.  
 
"Base Flood"  means the  f lood having a  one-percent  poss ibi l i ty  of  being equaled or  exceeded 
in  any given year .   
 
"Basement"  means  any area  of  a  bui ld ing having i ts  f loor  subgrade on a l l  s ides .   
 
"Building"  -  see  "s t ructure" .   
 
"Development"  means  any man-made change to  improved or  unimproved real  es ta te ,  
including but  not  l imited  to  bui ld ings  or  o ther  s t ructures ,  mining,  dredging,  f i l l ing ,  grading,  
paving,  excavat ion or  dr i l l ing  operat ions  or  s torage of  equipment  or  mater ia ls .  
 
"FEMA  "  means the  Federal  Emergency Management  Agency.  
 
"Flood" or "Flooding"  means  a  general  and temporary condi t ion of  par t ia l  or  complete  
inundat ion of  normally dry land areas  f rom:   
 
      (1)  the  overf low of  in land or  t idal  waters .  
      (2)  the  unusual  and rapid  accumulat ion or  runoff  of  surface   waters  f rom any source .   
 
"Flood Elevation Study"  means  an examinat ion,  evaluat ion,  and determinat ion of  f lood 
hazards  and i f  appropr ia te ,  corresponding water  surface  e levat ions ,  or  an examinat ion and 
determinat ion of  mudsl ide  or  f lood -  re la ted erosion hazards .   
 
"Flood Insurance Rate  Map" (FIRM)  means an off ic ia l  map incorporated with  th is  
ordinance,  on which FEMA has  del ineated both the  specia l  f lood hazard areas  and the  r isk  
premium zones appl icable  to  the  Town of    Gi lsum. 
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"Flood Insurance Study"  -  see  "Flood e levat ion s tudy".   
 
"Floodplain" or "Flood-prone area"  means  any land area  suscept ib le  to  being inundated by 
water  f rom any source  (see  def ini t ion of  "Flooding") .  
 
"Flood proof ing"  means any combinat ion of  s t ructural  and non-s t ructural  addi t ions ,  
changes ,  or  adjustments  to  s t ructures  which reduce or  e l iminate  f lood damage to  real  es ta te  
or  improved real  proper ty ,  water  and sani ta t ion faci l i t ies ,  s t ructures  and their  contents .  
 
"Floodway"  -  see  "Regulatory Floodway".  
 
"Functional ly  dependent  use"  means  a  use  which cannot  perform i ts  in tended purpose  
unless  i t  is  located or  carr ied out  in  c lose  proximity to  water .   The term includes  only 
docking and por t  faci l i t ies  that  are  necessary for  the  loading/unloading of  cargo or  
passengers ,  and ship  bui lding/repair  faci l i t ies  but  does  not  include long- term s torage or  
re la ted  manufactur ing faci l i t ies .  
 
"Highest  adjacent  grade"  means the  highest  natural  e levat ion of  the  ground surface  pr ior  to  
construct ion next  to  the  proposed walls  of  a  s t ructure .  
 
"Historic  Structure"  means any s t ructure  that  is :  
 
(a)   Lis ted individual ly  in  the  Nat ional  Regis ter  of  His tor ic  Places  (a  l i s t ing maintained 

by the Department  of  In ter ior)  or  prel iminar i ly  determined by the Secretary of  the  
Inter ior  as  meet ing the  requirements  for  individual   l is t ing on the  Nat ional  Regis ter ;  

 
(b)    Cer t i f ied  or  prel iminar i ly  determined by the Secretary of  the  In ter ior  as  contr ibut ing 

to  the  his tor ical  s ignif icance of  a  regis tered his tor ic  d is t r ic t  or  a  d is t r ic t   
prel iminar i ly  determined by the Secretary to  qual i fy  as  a  regis tered his tor ic  d is t r ic t ;  

 
(c)    Individual ly  l i s ted on a  s ta te  inventory of  his tor ic  places  in  s ta tes  wi th  his tor ic  

preservat ion programs which have been approved by the  Secretary of  the  Inter ior ;  or   
     

(d)  Individual ly  l i s ted on a  local  inventory of  his tor ic  places  in  communit ies  wi th  
his tor ic  preservat ion programs that  have been cer t i f ied  e i ther :  

 
          ( i )   by an approved s ta te  program as  determined by the  Secretary of  the  Inter ior ,  or  
          ( i i )  d irect ly  by the  Secretary of  the  Inter ior  in  s ta tes  without  approved programs.  
 
"Lowest  Floor"  means the  lowest  f loor  of  the  lowest  enclosed area  ( including basement) .   
An unf in ished or  f lood res is tant  enclosure ,  usable  solely for  parking of  vehic les ,  bui ld ing 
access  or  s torage in  an area  other  than a  basement  area  is  not  considered a  bui lding 's  lowest  
f loor ;  provided,  that  such an enclosure  is  not  bui l t  so  as  to  render  the s t ructure  in  v iolat ion 
of  the  appl icable  non-elevat ion design requirements  of  th is  ordinance.   
 
"Manufactured Home"  means a  s t ructure ,  t ranspor table  in  one or  more  sect ions ,  which is  
bui l t  on a  permanent  chass is  and is  designed for  use  wi th  or  wi thout  a  permanent  foundat ion 
when connected to  the  required ut i l i t ies .  For  f loodplain  management purposes  the  term 
"manufactured home" includes  park t ra i lers ,  t ravel  t ra i lers ,  and other  s imilar  vehicles  placed 
on s i te  for  greater  than 180 days .  This  includes  manufactured homes located in  a  
manufactured home park or  subdivis ion.  
 
“Manufactured Home Park or Subdivis ion”  means  a  parcel  (or  cont iguous parcels)  of  land 
divided in to  two or  more  manufactured home lo ts  for  rent  or  sa le .  
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"Mean Sea Level” means the  Nat ional  Geodet ic  Ver t ica l  Datum (NGVD) of  1929 or  o ther  
datum,  to  which base  f lood e levat ions  shown on a  community’s  Flood Insurance Rate  Map 
are  referenced.   
 
“New Construct ion”  means ,  for  the  purposes  of  determining insurance ra tes ,  s t ructures  for  
which the s tar t  of  construct ion commenced on or  af ter  the  effect ive date  of  an  in i t ia l  FIRM 
or  af ter  December  31,  1974,  whichever  is  la ter ,  and includes  any subsequent  improvements  
to  such s t ructures .   For  f loodplain  management  purposes ,  new construct ion means  s t ructures  
for  which the  s tar t  of  construct ion commenced on or  af ter  the  effect ive  date  of  a  f loodplain  
management  regula t ion adopted by a  community and includes  any subsequent  improvements  
to  such s t ructures .  
 
"l00-year f lood"  -  see  "base  f lood" 
 
"Recreational  Vehicle"  means a  vehicle  which is  ( i )  bui l t  on a  s ingle  chass is ;  ( i i )  400 
square  feet  or  less  when measured at  the  largest  hor izontal  project ion;  ( i i i )  designed to  be 
se lf -propel led or  permanent ly towable  by a  l ight  duty t ruck,  and ( iv)  des igned pr imari ly  not  
for  use  as  a  permanent  dwell ing but  as  temporary l iv ing quar ters  for  recreat ional ,  camping,  
t ravel ,  or  seasonal  use .  
 
"Regulatory f loodway"  means the  channel  of  a  r iver  or  o ther  watercourse  and the  adjacent  
land areas  that  must  be  reserved in  order  to  discharge the  base  f lood without  cumulat ively 
increasing the  water  surface e levat ion more than a  designated height .    
 
"Special  f lood hazard area"  –  see  “Area of  Special  Flood Hazard.”  
 
"Structure"  means  for  f loodplain  management  purposes ,  a  wal led and roofed bui ld ing,  
including a  gas  or  l iquid  s torage tank,  that  is  pr incipal ly above ground,  as  wel l  as  a  
manufactured home.  
 
"Start  of  Construct ion"  includes  substant ia l  improvements ,  and means the  date  the  bui ld ing 
permit  was  issued,  provided the  actual  s tar t  of  construct ion,  repair ,  reconstruct ion,  
p lacement ,  or  o ther  improvement  was wi thin  180 days of  the  permit  date .   The actual  s tar t  
means e i ther  the  f i rs t  p lacement  of  permanent  construct ion of  a  s t ructure  on s i te ,  such as  the  
pour ing of  s lab  or  foot ings ,  the  ins ta l la t ion of  p i les ,  the  construct ion of  columns,  or  any 
work beyond the  s tage of  excavat ion;  or  the  placement  of  manufactured home on a  
foundat ion.  Permanent  construct ion does  not  include land preparat ion,  such as  c lear ing,  
grading and f i l l ing;  nor  does  i t  include the insta l la t ion of  s t reets  and/or  walkways;  nor  does  
i t  include excavat ion for  a  basement ,  foot ings ,  p iers ,  or  foundat ions  or  the  erect ion of  
temporary forms;  nor  does  i t  include the  ins ta l la t ion on the  proper ty  of  accessory bui ldings ,  
such as  garages  or  sheds  not  occupied as  dwell ing uni ts  or  par t  of  the  main  s t ructure .   
 
"Substantial  damage"  means damage of  any or ig in  susta ined by a  s t ructure  whereby the  
cost  of  res tor ing the  s t ructure  to  i t s  before  damaged condi t ion would equal  or  exceed 50 
percent  of  the  market  value of  the  s t ructure  before  the  damage occurred.  
 
"Substantial  Improvement"  means any combinat ion of  repairs ,  reconstruct ion,  a l tera t ion,  
or  improvements  to  a  s t ructure  in  which the  cumulat ive  cost  equals  or  exceeds f i f ty  percent  
of  the  market  value  of  the  s t ructure .   The market  value  of  the  s t ructure  should equal :  (1)  the  
appraised value pr ior  to  the  s tar t  of  the  in i t ia l  repair  or  improvement ,  or  (2)  in  the  case of  
damage,  the  value  of  the  s t ructure  pr ior  to  the  damage occurr ing.   For  the  purposes  of  th is  
def in i t ion,  "substant ia l  improvement"  is  considered to  occur  when the f i rs t  a l terat ion of  any 
wall ,  ce i l ing,  f loor ,  or  o ther  s t ructural  par t  of  the  bui ld ing commences ,  whether  or  not  that  
a l tera t ion affects  the  external  d imensions  of  the  s t ructure .   This  term includes  s t ructures  that  
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have incurred substant ia l  damage,  regardless  of  actual  repair  work performed.   The term 
does  not ,  however ,  include any project  for  improvement  of  a  s t ructure  required to  comply 
with  exis t ing heal th ,  sani tary,  or  safety  code specif icat ions  which are  solely  necessary to  
assure  safe  l iv ing condi t ions  or  any a l tera t ion of  a  "his tor ic  s t ructure" ,  provided that  the  
a l terat ion wil l  not  preclude the s t ructure 's  cont inued designat ion as  a  "his tor ic  s t ructure" .  
 
“Violat ion”  means  the  fa i lure  of  a  s t ructure  or  o ther  development  to  be  ful ly  compliant  with  
the  community’s  f loodplain  management  regula t ions .   A s t ructure  or  o ther  development  
without  the  e levat ion cer t i f ica te ,  o ther  cer t i f ica t ions ,  or  o ther  evidence of  compliance 
required in  44CFR Sect ion 60.3(b)(5) ,  (c) (4) ,  (c) (10) ,  (d)(3) ,  (e) (2) ,  (e) (4) ,  or  (e) (5)  i s  
presumed to  be in  v iolat ion unt i l  such t ime as  that  documentat ion is  provided.  
 
"Water surface e levat ion"  means the height ,  in  re la t ion to  the Nat ional  Geodet ic  Vert ical  
Datum (NGVD) of  1929,  (or  o ther  datum,  where  specif ied)  of  f loods  of  var ious  magnitudes  
and f requencies  in  the  f loodplains .  
 
Item II .   
 
Al l  proposed development  in  any specia l  f lood hazard areas  shal l  require  a  permit .  
 
Item III .   
 
The bui ld ing inspector  shal l  review al l  bui ld ing permit  appl icat ions  for  new construct ion or  
substant ia l  improvements  to  determine whether  proposed bui lding s i tes  wi l l  be  reasonably 
safe  f rom f looding.  I f  a  proposed bui lding s i te  i s  located in  a  specia l  f lood hazard area ,  a l l  
new construct ion or  substant ia l  improvements  shal l :  
 
      ( i )   be  des igned (or  modif ied)  and adequately anchored to  prevent  f loatat ion,  

col lapse ,  or  la tera l  movement  of  the   s t ructure  resul t ing f rom hydrodynamic 
and hydrostat ic  loads ,    including the  effects  of  buoyancy;         

 
 ( i i )   be  constructed with  mater ia ls  res is tant  to  f lood  damage;   
 
      ( i i i )   be  constructed by methods and pract ices  that  minimize f lood damages;  and 
 
      ( iv)   be  constructed with  e lectr ical ,  heat ing,  vent i la t ion,  p lumbing,  and ai r  

condi t ioning equipment ,  and other  service  faci l i t ies  that  are  designed and/or  
located so as  to  prevent  water  f rom enter ing or  accumulat ing within  the  
components  dur ing condi t ions  of  f looding.   

 
Item IV.   
 
Where  new or  replacement  water  and sewer  systems ( including on-s i te  systems)  are  proposed 
in  a  specia l  f lood hazard area  the  appl icant  shal l  provide the  Bui lding Inspector  wi th  
assurance that  these  systems wil l  be  designed to  minimize or  e l iminate  inf i l t ra t ion of  f lood 
waters  in to  the  systems and discharges  f rom the  systems in to  f lood waters ,  and on-s i te  waste  
d isposal  systems wil l  be  located to  avoid  impairment  to  them or  contaminat ion from them 
dur ing per iods  of  f looding.  
 
I tem V .   
 
For  a l l  new or  substant ia l ly  improved s t ructures  located in  Zones A or  AE the appl icant  shal l  
furnish  the fo l lowing informat ion to  the  bui ld ing inspector :  
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      (a)   the  as-bui l t  e levat ion ( in  rela t ion to  NGVD) of  the  lowest  f loor  ( including 
basement)  and include whether  or  not    such s t ructures  conta in  a  basement .   

 
      (b)    i f  the  s t ructure  has  been f loodproofed,  the  as-bui l t  e levat ion ( in  re la t ion to  

NGVD) to  which the  s t ructure  was   f loodproofed.    
 
      (c)   any cer t i f ica t ion of  f loodproof ing.  
 
The Bui ld ing Inspector  shal l  maintain  for  publ ic  inspect ion,  and shal l  furnish  such 
information upon request .   
 
Item VI.   
 
The Bui ld ing Inspector  shal l  not  grant  a  bui ld ing permit  unt i l  the  appl icant  cer t i f ies  that  a l l  
necessary permits  have been received f rom those governmental  agencies  f rom which 
approval  is  required by federal  or  s ta te  law,  including Sect ion 404 of  the  Federal  Water  
Pol lu t ion Control  Act  Amendments  of  1972,  33  U.  S .  C.  1334.   
 
I tem VII.   
 
1 .  In  r iver ine s i tuat ions ,  pr ior  to  the  a l terat ion or  re locat ion of  a  watercourse  the appl icant  

for  such author izat ion shal l  not i fy  the  Wetlands Board of  the  New Hampshire  
Environmental  Services  Depar tment  and submit  copies  of  such not i f ica t ion to  the  
Build ing Inspector ,  in  addi t ion to  the  copies  required by RSA 482-A:3.   Fur ther ,  the  
appl icant   shal l  be  required to  submit  copies  of  sa id  not i f icat ion to  those adjacent  
communit ies  as  determined by the Bui ld ing Inspector ,  including not ice  of  a l l  scheduled 
hear ings  before  the  Wetlands  Board.  

 
2 .  The appl icant  shal l  submit  to  the Bui ld ing Inspector ,  cer t i f icat ion provided by a  

regis tered profess ional  engineer ,  assur ing that  the  f lood carrying capaci ty of  an a l tered 
or  re located watercourse  can and wil l  be  maintained.   

 
3 .  Along watercourses  with  a  des ignated Regulatory Floodway no encroachments ,  including 

f i l l ,  new construct ion,  substant ia l  improvements ,  and other  development  are  a l lowed 
within  the  f loodway unless  i t  has  been demonstra ted through hydrologic  and hydraul ic  
analyses  performed in  accordance with  s tandard engineer ing pract ices  that  the  proposed 
encroachment  would not  resul t  in  any increase  in  f lood levels  with in  the  community 
dur ing the  base  f lood discharge.     

 
4 .  Unti l  a  Regulatory Floodway is  designated a long watercourses ,  no new construct ion,  

substant ia l  improvements ,  or  o ther  development  ( including f i l l )  shal l  be  permit ted  within  
Zone AE on the FIRM, unless  i t  i s  demonstrated  by the appl icant  that  the  cumulat ive 
effect  of  the  proposed development ,  when combined with  a l l  exis t ing and ant ic ipated 
development ,  wi l l  not  increase  the  water  surface e levat ion of  the  base  f lood more than 
one foot  a t  any point  with in  the  community.   

 
5 .  The Bui lding Inspector  shal l  obta in ,  review,  and reasonably ut i l ize  any f loodway data  

avai lable  f rom Federal ,  Sta te ,  or  o ther  sources  as  cr i ter ia  for  requir ing that  a l l  
development  located in  Zone A meet  the  fol lowing f loodway requirement:  

 
“No encroachments ,  including f i l l ,  new construct ion,  substant ia l  improvements ,  and 
other  development  are  a l lowed within  the  f loodway that  would resul t  in  any increase  
in  f lood levels  with in  the  community dur ing the  base  f lood discharge.”  
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Item VIII .  
 
1 .  In  specia l  f lood hazard areas  the  Bui lding Inspector  shal l  determine the  100 year  f lood 

e levat ion in  the  fol lowing order  of  precedence according to  the  data  avai lable :  
 
     a .   In  Zone AE,  refer  to  the  e levat ion data  provided in  the  community 's  Flood Insurance 

Study and accompanying FIRM.  
 
     b .   In  Zone A the Bui ld ing Inspector  shal l  obtain ,  review,  and reasonably ut i l ize  any 

100-year  f lood e levat ion data  avai lable  f rom any federal ,  s ta te  or  o ther  source  
including data  submit ted for  development  proposals  submit ted to  the  community  ( i .e .  
subdivis ions ,  s i te  approvals) .   

 
2 .  The Bui lding Inspector 's  100 year  f lood e levat ion determinat ion wil l  be  used as  cr i ter ia  

for  requir ing in  Zones  A and AE that :  
 
     a .    a l l  new construct ion or  substant ial  improvement  of  res ident ia l  s t ructures  have the  

lowest  f loor  ( including basement)  e levated to  or  above the  100 year  f lood e levat ion;   
 
     b .    that  a l l  new construct ion or  substant ia l  improvements  of   non-res ident ia l  s t ructures  

have the  lowest  f loor  ( including basement)  e levated to  or  above the  100 year  f lood 
level ;  or   together  with  a t tendant  u t i l i ty  and sani tary faci l i t ies ,   shal l :  

 
          ( i )  be  f loodproofed so  that  below the  100 year  f lood e levat ion the  s t ructure  is  

water t ight  wi th  wal ls   substant ia l ly  impermeable  to  the  passage of  water ;  
 
          ( i i )   have s t ructural  components  capable  of  res is t ing hydrostat ic  and hydrodynamic 

loads  and the  effects  of   buoyancy;  and 
 
          ( i i i )   be  cer t i f ied  by a  regis tered profess ional  engineer  or  archi tect  that  the  design 

and methods of  construct ion are  in  accordance with  accepted s tandards  of  
pract ice  for  meet ing the  provis ions  of  th is  sect ion;  

 
    c .    a l l  manufactured homes to  be  placed or  substant ia l ly   improved within  specia l  f lood 

hazard areas  shal l  be  e levated on a  permanent  foundat ion such that  the  lowest  f loor  
of  the   manufactured home is  a t  or  above the  base  f lood level ;  and be  securely 
anchored to  res is t  f loatat ion,  col lapse ,  or  la tera l  movement .   Methods  of  anchor ing 
may include,  but  are  not  l imited to ,  use  of  over- the- top or  f rame t ies  to  ground 
anchors .  This  requirement  is  in  addi t ion to  appl icable  s ta te  and local  anchor ing 
requirements  for  res is t ing wind forces ;  

 
   d .  recreat ional  vehicles  placed on si tes  wi thin  Zone AE shal l  e i ther    
 
 ( i )   be  on the  s i te  for  fewer  than 120 consecut ive  days ,  
 
 ( i i )  be  ful ly  l icensed and ready for  h ighway use ,  or  
 
 ( i i i )  meet  a l l  s tandards  of  Sect ion 60.3  (b)  (1)  of  the  Nat ional  Flood Insurance 

Program Regulat ions  and the  e levat ion and anchor ing requirement  for  
"Manufactured  Homes:  in  Paragraph (c)  (6)  of  Sect ion 60.3 .  

 
   e .     for  a l l  new construct ion and substant ia l  improvements ,  fu l ly  enclosed areas  below the 

lowest  f loor  that  are  subject  to  f looding are  permit ted provided they meet  the  
fol lowing  requirements :   
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 ( i )   the  enclosed area  is  unf in ished or  f lood res is tant ,  usable  solely for  the  parking 
of  vehicles ,  bui lding access  or  s torage;   

 
 ( i i )   the  area  is  not  a  basement ;  
 
      ( i i i )   shal l  be  designed to  automatical ly  equal ize  hydrosta t ic  f lood forces  on 

exter ior  wal ls  by a l lowing for  the  entry and exi t  of  f loodwater .   Designs  for  
meet ing th is  requirement  must  e i ther  be  cer t i f ied  by a  regis tered profess ional   
engineer  or  archi tect  or  must  meet  or  exceed the  fol lowing minimum cr i ter ia :  
A minimum of  two openings  having a  to ta l  net  area  of  not  less  than one square  
inch for  every square  foot  of  enclosed area  subject  to  f looding shal l  be  
provided.  

 
  The bot tom of  a l l  openings  shal l  be  no higher  than one foot  above grade.  

Openings  may be equipped with  screens ,  louvers ,  or  o ther  cover ings  or  
devices  provided that  they permit  the  automatic  entry and exi t  of  f loodwater .  

  
Item IX Variances  and Appeals:  
 
1 .  Any order ,  requirement ,  decis ion or  determinat ion of  the  bui ld ing inspector  made under  

th is  ordinance may be appealed to  the  Zoning Board of  Adjustment  as  se t  for th  in  RSA 
676:5 .  

 
2 .  I f  the  appl icant ,  upon appeal ,  requests  a  var iance as  author ized by RSA 674:33,  I (b) ,  the  

appl icant  shal l  have the  burden of  showing in  addi t ion to  the  usual  var iance s tandards  
under  s ta te  law:  

 
  (a)   that  the  var iance wil l  not  resul t  in  increased f lood heights ,  addi t ional  threats  

to  publ ic  safety ,  or   extraordinary publ ic  expense.  
 
      (b)   that  i f  the  requested var iance is  for  act iv i ty  with in  a  designated regulatory 

f loodway,  no increase  in  f lood levels   dur ing the  base  f lood discharge wil l  
resul t .  

 
      (c)   that  the  var iance is  the  minimum necessary,  consider ing the  f lood hazard,  to  

afford re l ief .  
 
3 .   The Zoning Board of  Adjustment  shal l  not i fy  the appl icant  in  wri t ing that :   
 
 (a)   the  issuance of  a  var iance to  construct  below the base  f lood level  wi l l  resul t  

in  ( i )  increased premium rates  for  f lood insurance up to  amounts  as  h igh as  
$25 for  $100 of  insurance coverage;  and ( i i )  such construct ion below the  base  
f lood level  increases  r isks  to  l i fe  and proper ty.   Such not i f ica t ion shal l  be  
maintained with  a  record of  a l l  var iance act ions .  

 
4 .   The community  shal l   
 
 (a)   maintain  a  record  of  a l l  var iance act ions ,  including their  jus t i f icat ion for  their  

i ssuance,  and  
 
 (b)   repor t  such var iances  issued in  i t s  annual  or  biennial  repor t  submit ted to  

FEMA's  Federal  Insurance Adminis t ra tor .   
 


